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Vienna International Apartment in Helsinki opens its doors to the public this autumn with the exhibition
Kiss me just once more. The exhibition features artworks by Charlie Birch (UK), Hannaleena
Heiska (Finland) and Midori Mitamura (Japan). The exhibition is curated by Sílvio Salgado.
"Creative imagination awakes early. As children, we are all 'makers'. Later, as a rule, we're broken
off the habit; so the art of being creative consists, among other things, in not allowing life or people or
money to turn us aside from it." (Stig Dagerman, 1947, The Games of the Night).
One of the richest sources of raw material, that most artists come to work with, resides in memories of
things long past; events that took place in the childhood or adolescence. Our subconscious retains all
kinds of images, concrete and abstract, that can manifest themselves when our senses are
stimulated. The creative state of reveries can manifest in us through a smell, a picture, a sound, a
feeling of cold or the taste of cherries - and we find ourselves drifting into the world of reveries.
The title and main idea for the exhibition Kiss me just once more is inspired by the evocation of the
famous maternal good-night kiss in Marcel Proust’
s novel Swann’
s Way, where the author recalls his
childhood in Paris and Combray.
Kiss me just once more explores the power of the artists’reveries - it stimulates the artist’
s creative
mind, to make artworks that may awaken on their own right the viewers' own reveries. The artists
taking part in the exhibition have responded to the idea from their own perspectives, within their
artistic practice. The title suggests desire, anguish, frustration manifested in the process of creation of
the artwork - the artist's wish to stay a little bit longer with his or her own creation.
Vienna International Apartment continues to challenge the public through the exploration and
subversion of boundaries between the private and public domains. Kiss me just once more takes
the viewer on a journey across these boundaries. It aims to awaken in the viewer the power of the
imagination.
The artists:
Charlie Birch is an artist and independent curator who lives and works in London. She was educated
in Portugal and the UK and holds a BA (Hons) in Critical Fine Art Practice from Central St Martins
College of Art and Design in London. Her work consists of drawing, sound performance, photography,
and video. The works presented in the exhibition consist of a series of drawings inspired by obscure
imagery found in classical paintings of young girls and in early 19th century photographs of children
play-acting and posing.
Hannaleena Heiska lives and works in Helsinki. She holds a Master in Arts from the Helsinki
Academy of Fine Arts. Her main art-medium has been painting, but she also uses drawing, sculpture,
video, and sound as part of her installations. In the viewer, her works evoke experience of the
fantastic, symbolic and theatrical.

Midori Mitamura lives and works in Tokyo. In 2005, she lived and worked in Helsinki. “Found objects”
play an important role in her installations that typically consist of both old photographs and objects:
the past history overlaps with the present. By bringing the past into the present, the artist opens the
possibility for the past to endure into the future. In Vienna international Apartment, the artist presents
a mixed-media installation consisting of photography, sound, object and string. Mitamura also works
with live-performance and video.
The exhibition curator Sílvio Salgado is an artist and independent curator who lives and works in
Helsinki. Salgado is the founder of the Vienna International Apartment Art Association and acts as its
Chairman.
The exhibition is supported by The Arts Council of Finland and FuocoDesign Madrid.
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